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SUB J : PRIME MINISTER WILLIAMS’ OFFICIAL VISIT TO CUBA 

REF: POS 1467 

1. DURING HIS VISIT TO CUBA LAST WEEK, PRIME MINISTER 

ERIC WILLIAMS OBTAINED SOME SUPPORT FROM PRIME MINISTER 
FIDEL CASTRO FOR HIS PROPOSALS FOR A SPECIAL LAW OF THE 
SEA REGIME FOR THE CARIBBEAN, ACCORDING TO ACCOUNTS WHICH HAVE 
APPEARED IN THE LOCAL PRESS. THE CUBAN SUPPORT, HOWEVER, 

WAS CAREFULLY HEDGED AND STOPPED FAR SHORT OF AN ENDORSE- 
MENT OF DR. WILLIAMS' PROPOSALS. ACCORDING TO THE JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE END OF THE VISIT, THE TWO PRIME 
MINISTERS AGREED THAT, ON THE QUESTION OF A SPECIAL REGIME 
FOR THE CARIBBEAN, "ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE USE AND 
MANAGEMENT OF THE MARINE RESOURCES SHOULD BE EXAMINED." 
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2. THE TWO LEADERS ALSO PROPOSED THAT THE CARIBBEAN 
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COMMITTEE OF ECLA SHOULD HOLD ITS INITIAL MEETING IN 
HAVANA SEPTEMBER 1-4 TO DISCUSS EDUCATION, PUBLIC HEALTH, 

AND ORGANIZATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONTINUING THE WORK OF 
THE COMMITTEE BETWEEN MEETINGS. AS PROPOSED IN THE COMMUNIQUE, 
THE MEETING WOULD CONSIST OF TWO DAYS OF MEETINGS AT THE 
TECHNICAL LEVEL AND TWO DAYS AT THE MINISTERIAL LEVEL. 

THE COMMUNIQUE ALSO EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR CONSULTATIONS 
LEADING TO A MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC INTEGRATION. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE FULL TEXT OF THE COMMUNIQUE HAS 
NOT YET BEEN PUBLISHED HERE, IT APPEARS THAT NOT ONLY DID DR. 
WILLIAMS FAIL TO GET CASTRO TO ENDORSE HIS LOS PROPOSALS. 

BUT ALSO FAILED TO HAVE DISCUSSION OF THE SUBIECT SPECIFICALLY 
LISTED IN THE PROPOSED AGENDA FOR THE FIRST MEETING OF THE 
CARIBBEAN COMMITTEE OF ECLA. WHILE SOME CAUTION ON THE PART 
OF THE CUBANS WAS TO BE EXPECTED, GIVEN THE COMPLEXITY OF 
THE QUESTION AND THE SHORT TIME AVAILABLE TO CONSIDER DR. 
WILLIAMS' PROPOSALS, THEIR APPARENTLY LUKEWARM RESPONSE 
TO THE ISSUE WHICH DR. WILLIAMS' HAS MADE THE CHIEF PURPOSE 
OF HIS PRESENT MULTI-NATION TOUR WAS NOT A PARTICULARLY 
AUSPICIOUS BEGINNING FOR THE TRIP. 
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